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Course Description:

This course is an introduction of the basic skills in social studies in which will help increase and improve students understanding of the area of social studies in Geography, World history, American history, Government/civics and Economics.

I. Course objectives:

A. General Objectives 

· To introduce geography skills

· To introduce important events in the world history

· To introduce history skills

· To introduce basic concept of political science

· To introduce skills in economics

B. Specific Objectives:

Students Learning Outcomes: (SLO)

Upon Completion of this course, Student should be able to:

1. Read rainfall, climate and resource maps.

2. Use map keys and distance scales.

3. Read timelines

4. Draw conclusion from tables and graphs

5. Read historical and political map, understanding photos and using timelines

6. Read diagrams, political ads and making inference from a diagram

7. Explain and discuss how laws are made and the roles of local, state, and federal government.

8. Use graphic illustrations; tables, line graphs, bar graphs

9. Compare line graphs  

C. Method of instruction:

Different modes of teaching will be utilized in order for the students to have a comprehensive understanding of the course.

· Lecture

· Class discussion

· Group work

D. Evaluation: Grading Criteria

60% Unit Test- Test will be taken after the completion of each unit. A                                                                                      

                            total of 5 unit tests.

20% Quizzes- Quizzes will be given after each section or whenever its

                                     appropriate.

      10% Assignment-Assignment will  basically short questions that will help

                                     guide students in their reading and understanding of 

                                     the assigned reading.              

            10% Attendance, Class Participation, and Group Work.

E. Attendance Policy:

            The standard COM-FSM attendance policy applies to this course.

II. Course Content: (Can be subject to change)
Unit 1.  Geography

Week 1-3 (Aug 14-Aug 29)

· People and Regions

· Climate Regions

· Rescuing an Environment

· A matter of Resources

Unit 2. World History

Week 4-7 (Sept 01-Sept 26)

· The Age of Empires

· A Time of Enlightenment

· The Rise of Nations

· Democracy and Independence

· Global Interdependence
Week 8 (Sept 29-Oct 03)

· Review Unit 1 and 2
            ************** Mid-term Evaluation (Oct 06-07) *****************

Unit 3. American History

Week 8-11 (Oct 08-Oct 31) 

· Establishing Colonies

· The American Revolution

· The U.S. Civil War

· The Reform Movement

· World War II

· The Cold War and the Vietnam War
Unit 4. Government and Civics

Week 12-13 (Nov 03-14)

· State and Local Governments

· The Constitution of the United States

· Guarding our Rights

· Elections

· Debating an issue

Unit 5. Economics

Week 14-16 (Nov 17-Dec 05)

· Free Enterprise

· Money management

· Supply and Demand

· The Changing Nature of Work

· The Global Economy

***************** Final Exams (Dec 11-13)**********************

III. Textbook

STECK-VAUGHN, CONNECTION, Basic Skills in Social Studies

IV. Academic Honesty Policy

· To ensure the integrity of the educational process and the institution, the college encourages academic honesty, and therefore does not condone cheating, plagiarism, or any related form of academic dishonesty which prevents an instructor from being able to assess accurately the performance of student in any facet of learning.

· Students found guilty of academic dishonesty, cheating, plagiarism, and facilitating academic dishonesty will be liable to dismissal or suspension from the college. 

