COM-FSM and FSM Nursing Board Meeting

October 23, 2002

Topic: Possible structure for a Nursing Program for FSM

Present: Swanihda Robonei, Bernolina Hedson, Anna Boliy, Kidsen K. Iohp, Alik Tally, Bent Villiers, Patty Grandos

Goals: upgrade the skills of the existing nurses, assess the level of the current nurses, create three levels of nurses: assistant nurse, practical nurse, graduate nurse

I. There was much discussion about what type of classes should be involved in the program and how many academic credit hours would be required, and what entry requirements should be. By the end of the meeting (2.5 hours) the recommended format was a career ladder type program that would take a minimum of two years to complete and would terminate with an Associate of Applied Science (AAS) degree in nursing. 

This format would offer several benefits:

· Students would be able to complete the theory and practical work in two years.

· Students could exit after one year with a Certificate in Practical Nursing

Students who complete the AAS would be able to pursue a BS in Nursing by completing humanities requirements at whatever institution they choose (to meet the equivalent AS type program).

II. One aspect of the program would be to have prospective nursing students attend an assistant nursing program at the hospitals before entering college classes.

III. Action Steps Required:

a. COM-FSM will draft a proposed “pyramid type” program to submit to nursing board.

b. COM-FSM will pursue trying to create a position for a “Director of Community Health Service Programs” or something similar.

c. Nursing board will develop appropriate testing instruments for entry into the various steps of the program (e.g. practical nurse level and graduate nurse level). COM-FSM’s own entrance test will be used for math and English placement.

d. Nursing Board will collect and draft facts and figures related to the nursing needs in the FSM. This document will be used to justify program implementation at COM-FSM.

Although it was not discussed during the meeting, I would like to propose that these actions be completed by December 2002, with an email update on progress by the end of November.

