Memorandum of Understanding Regarding


Research and Conservation Program Collaboration


Between


The New York Botanical Garden


And


College of Micronesia–FSM











This agreement is made and entered into by and between The New York Botanical


Garden, Bronx, New York, and College of Micronesia–FSM, Pohnpei, Federated States of Micronesia.








I.      Purpose





This research and conservation program agreement is established to initiate formal collaboration between two institutions sharing the goals of furthering the study and understanding of the diversity of life on earth and ensuring its conservation and sustainable utilization.  The intention is for The New York Botanical Garden (NYBG) and College of Micronesia–FSM (COM–FSM) to pursue jointly a series of cooperative and mutually supporting activities involving the study of biodiversity, its conservation and its sustainable use, in the region of Micronesia.








II.     Statement of Mutual Interests and Benefits





Key to this collaboration is the interest of NYBG and COM–FSM in undertaking a series of research and conservation activities, initially in, but not limited to, Pohnpei, Federated States of Micronesia.  Both institutions have a mutual interest in promoting the study of biodiversity, especially in endangered and fragile ecosystems, as well as working actively towards solutions for their conservation and sustainable use.  Both NYBG and COM–FSM recognize the crucial role that individual communities can play in the conservation and sustainable use of the ecosystems in their regions, and are committed to working together with these communities, as well as local government, to ensure long term success of these endeavors.








III.   Plan of Collaboration





A committee (the "Committee") of two managers, one from COM–FSM and one from NYBG, will be appointed to develop on-the-ground fieldwork and other activities consistent with the goals of the proposed studies of the flora of Micronesia, its utilization, conservation and sustainable use.  This Committee shall comprise the instructor assigned to teach botany by the Chair of the Division of Natural Science and Mathematics for COM–FSM, and Dr. Michael Balick, for NYBG.  The Committee shall have the mandate to coordinate research as outlined on the attached proposal, including providing leadership, employing personnel, and carrying out supervision essential to the implementation and completion of this research.





Directed by the appropriate staff of COM–FSM and NYBG, the Committee shall prepare research proposals, budgets, work plans, and protocols for evaluating success of the project.








IV.     Institutional Responsibilities





The NYBG's responsibilities shall include coordination of the botanical collections, identification of plants, shipment of supplies and equipment for making collections, training of local personnel in botanical and ethnobotanical techniques, and coproduction of relevant reports, manuals and books that may result from the project.





COM–FSM's responsibilities shall include coordination of the conservation and community activities, identification of local collaborators, identification of priority areas for ethnobotanical fieldwork, and co-production of relevant reports, manuals and books that may result from the project.





COM–FSM and NYBG agree to enter into a collaboration to seek funds necessary for the pursuit of this research and conservation project.





COM–FSM and NYBG agree to take appropriate steps to ensure that any botanical and ethnobotanical research conducted, and any use of the results of such research by COM–FSM or NYBG, will recognize appropriately the intellectual property rights of the persons, communities, and/or governments from which such research information is obtained.








V.     Mechanism of Coordination





A minimum of one Committee meeting shall be held each year to assess development of the project and produce a report to the management of COM–FSM and N'YBG detailing activities, accomplishments, and areas for concern.  Frequent electronic communication, joint fieldwork, and working visits in both New York and Pohnpei will support the coordination efforts of the Committee.








VI.     Other





With the written approval of both institutions, additional areas of interest may be appended to this agreement.





This Memorandum of Understanding shall remain in effect until cancelled by either party by written notice to the other party or by mutual agreement. 





This Memorandum of Understanding shall be governed by the laws of the State of New York, without regard to principles of conflicts of laws.











___________________________					____________________


For College of Micronesia–FSM					Date�President 


Susan Moses











___________________________					____________________


J.V. Cossaboom							Date


Vice President for Finance and Planning


The New York Botanical Garden














