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Amidst the sea of education, a guide to
financial aid is the compass that 

steers students  towards 
their brighter horizons.

We provide quality education today for a successful tomorrow.

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

It is my honor to join the College’s President,
Dr. Bale Theresa K. Koroivulaono, and Vice
President for Enrollment Management &
Student Services, Mr. Joey A. Oducado, in
extending a warm welcome to you at the
College of Micronesia-FSM (COM-FSM). 

At the COM-FSM Financial Aid Office, our
mission is to support and guide you through
every stage of the financial aid process. My
team and I are dedicated to providing you
with the highest level of service and
assistance, ensuring that your educational
journey is both rewarding and successful.

I encourage you to make full use of this
Student Financial Aid Handbook. It has been
carefully designed as a reliable resource to
help you better understand and access the
financial aid services available to you.

On behalf of the Financial Aid Office, we
welcome you once again to COM-FSM and
wish you every success in your academic
journey.

Arinda S. Halbert
Acting Director of Financial Aid Office
College of Micronesia-FSM
P.O. Box 159
Kolonia, Pohnpei FM 96941

COM-FSM MISSION STATEMENT
The College of Micronesia-FSM is a learner-centered
institution of higher education that is committed to the
success of the Federated States of Micronesia by providing
academic and career & technical educational programs
characterized by continuous improvement and best practices.

COM-FSM VISION
Approved by the college’s Board of Regents, May 3, 2017

Approved by the college’s Board of Regents, March 8, 2017

CONTACT INFORMATION
NATIONAL CAMPUS

☏ (691) 320-2480 ext. 129 & 130
Email: fao@comfsm.edu.fm

CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION
CENTER

☏ (691) 320-3795 | (691) 320-1065

CHUUK CAMPUS
☏ (691) 330-2689 | (691) 330-6737

KOSRAE CAMPUS
☏ (691) 370-3191

YAP CAMPUS
☏ (691) 350-2296

SERVICE HOURS
Monday to Friday, from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM

VIRTUAL OFFICE
https://comfsm.zoom.us/j/94694699872

NONDISCRIMINATION
STATEMENT OF EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY

COLLEGE OF MICRONESIA-FSM

The College of Micronesia-FSM complies
with Title VI of the U.S. Civil Rights Act of
1964, Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972, and the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973. The College
does not discriminate in matters of
employment or admission to educational
programs and activities because of race,
color, place of origin or ancestry, marital
status, sex, religious or political
preference, age, or physical handicap per
Public Law No. 7-79.
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INTRODUCTION 
Pursuing post-secondary education is a
major investment of time, effort, and
financial resources. Making thoughtful and
informed decisions about your future is
therefore essential. If the cost of attending
college is a concern; this Student Financial
Aid Handbook has been prepared to provide
you with a clear and comprehensive overview
of the financial aid programs available at the
College of Micronesia–FSM (COM-FSM), as
well as step-by-step guidance on how to
access these resources. While the primary
responsibility for financing a college
education rests with students and their
families, COM-FSM recognizes the financial
challenges many face and is committed to
helping ease this burden.
Through the Financial Aid Office (FAO), based
at the National Campus and serving all
campuses—Yap, Chuuk, Pohnpei, and Kosrae
—the College coordinates and administers a
range of financial aid services to support
student success.

To benefit from these programs, students
must apply for financial aid and meet the
established eligibility requirements. This
handbook outlines those requirements and
processes in detail.

If you have additional questions after
reviewing the handbook, we encourage you
to reach out to your nearest FAO. In most
cases, our staff can address your concerns
without an appointment. For more complex
matters, we recommend scheduling a
meeting in advance to ensure you receive the
dedicated guidance you need.

Your education and financial well-being are
priorities for us. Please know that COM-FSM
is committed to supporting you at every
stage of your academic journey.

DEFINITION OF TERMS
This section provides clear explanations and definitions to help students better
understand key concepts related to financial assistance at COM-FSM.

ACADEMIC YEAR
A period of at least 30 weeks of instructional time
during which a full-time student is expected to
complete at least 24 semester hours.

AWARD ADJUSTMENT OR REVISION
An action by the Financial Aid Office (FAO) to
adjust your award due to a change in your
dependency status, your financial circumstances
or that of your family, or enrollment status

AWARD YEAR
The period of time from July 1 of a given year to
June 30 of the subsequent year.

CONTRIBUTOR
Any individual whose information is being
used to complete the FAFSA application. This 
includes; students, their spouses, their 
parents and spouse of parents

DEPENDENT STUDENT
A student who was born after the year 2001, is
single, never married, divorced, separated or
widowed and does not have dependent
children (see independent student)
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DEFINITION OF TERMS ...FROM PAGE 3

ELIGIBLE PROGRAM
A program of study that leads to a degree or
certificate at a college that participates in one
or more of the Federal Student Aid programs.

 FINANCIAL AID PROBATION
The status of a student whose appeal against
their financialaid suspension has been
granted, allowing them a probationary period
to utilize 
the Pell Grant

FINANCIAL AID SUSPENSION
Upon failing to meet the criteria for
satisfactory academic progress for two
consecutive enrollment periods or semesters,
the student's eligibility to receive the Pell
Grant is subsequently revoked.

FINANCIAL AID WARNING
The status assigned to a student who,
following a single period of attendance or
semester, falls short of meeting the
satisfactory academic progress criteria. The
student is given another chance to use Pell
Grant.

FULL-TIME
A student registered for at least 12 credits.                                                                                                

FSA ID ACCOUNT
An FSA ID account is an online account a
student is required to have in order  to fill out
the FAFSA application online. 

HALF-TIME
A student registered for 6 to 8 credits. 

INDEPENDENT STUDENT
A student who falls into one of the following
categories: (a) was born before January 1, 2001;
(b) is an orphan or ward of the court; (c) is a
veteran of the Armed Forces of the United
States of America. 

States; (d) has legal dependents other than a
spouse; (e) is married. One may also be
determined to be an independent student on the
basis of unusual circumstances documented by
the financial aid administrator.

LESS THAN HALF-TIME
A student registered for less than 6 credits is
considered a Less Than Half-Time Student.

PELL GRANT LIFETIME ELIGIBILITY USED
(PLEU)
The maximum amount of lifetime eligibility in
which a student may receive Pell Grant is 600%
or an equivalent of 12 full-time semesters.

PELL RECALCULATION DATE (PRD)
The fixed date in which a student’s enrollment
status is determined for Pell award purposes.

SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS
A financia aid status given to students who meet
the minimum cumulative grade point average of
2.00, pass at least 2/3 or 67% of all credits
attempted, and still within the 150% of their
program of study. 

STUDENT AID INDEX (SAI), formerly called
EXPECTED FAMILY CONTRIBUTION 
The Student Aid Index or SAI is an eligibility
index number that the financial aid office uses
to determine how much federal student aid a
student would receive if a student attends
school. This number results from the
information that a student (and other
contributors, if required) provide on the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA )
form.

®

THREE-FOURTH TIME 
A student registered for 9 to 11 credits.

GENERAL INFORMATION
The purpose of the financial aid programs at the
College of Micronesia-FSM (COM-FSM) is to assist
students from low-income backgrounds in meeting
the costs of higher education. To qualify, students
must apply and meet established eligibility
requirements. As part of the application process,
students and/or their families are required to
provide specific personal and financial information.
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