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MR 254 MARINE BIOLOGY FIELD STUDIES

CREDIT HOURS: 1 (can be expanded to 2)

This course can be taught in conjunction with Marine Biology (MR120), or as a separate course.

PREREQUSITE: Marine Biology, or the consent of the instructor.

TEXTBOOK: None. Handouts and reference materials will be provided.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Field studies of the coral reef, sea grass, and mangrove ecosystems. Emphasis on the identification and understanding of the major organisms of these ecosystems and their interrelationships.

GENERAL OBJECTIVES:

1. To broaden the students practical knowledge of marine organisms and the marine environment in the field.

2. To develop the students ability in the collection and recording of field data, collection and preservation of specimens, and in the use of various scientific apparatus in the field.

3. To strengthen the students knowledge of the taxonomic names of common marine organisms.

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES:

After completing the course, students will be able to:



1. Recognize and name the majority of marine organisms 
common to Micronesia.


2. Understand how each organism fits into the ecosystem. 3. 
Understand basic terms such as substrate, current,


salinity, reef slope, reef flat, tide pool, algal ridge, 
etc. 


4. Measure and record basic environmental parameters and


handle scientific equipment.



5. Classify all common marine organisms to phylum, and in 
many cases to class, family, or species.


6. Procure collections of marine algae and macrophytes, 
corals, molluscs, echinoderms, crustaceans, and sponges. 


7. Identify major microscopic marine organisms under 
magnification (stormy day lab).

EVALUATION:

Students will be graded on the basis of class (field) participation, individual student collections, and final identification practical.

