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Course Description:

This course is designed to provide the students with the basic understanding of the Yapese language with the emphasis on academic writing at the college level. Writing of textual passages in the standardized Yapese Orthography will be expected of the students at the end of the course.
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I. Course Objectives:

A. General:

· To provide opportunities  for the students to examine the Yapese language.

· To address the importance of a uniform spelling and segmentation.

· To encourage students and promote writing in Yapese.

· To enable the students to appreciate and write in Yapese with confidence.

· To become literary competent in the Yapese language.

B. Specific: 

· At the end of the course, the students will be able to identify, describe, produce and use plain and glottalized consonants along with the short and long vowels in their writings of the Yapese language.

· Students will be able to identify and describe parts of speech, tense markers, classifiers and grammatical features of Yapese.

· Students will be able to demonstrate fluency and accuracy in sentence, paragraph and essay writing.

· Students will be able to critically examine or edit own or others’ written works based on the Yapese orthography.

· Students will be able to demonstrate full understanding of writing practices and skills used in teaching Yapese.

· Students will be able to show awareness and control of unity and coherence in a discourse appropriate for the level.

· Students will be able to write reading materials that will be used at different grade levels.

II. Text:

Required Textbook:

Jensen, John Thayer 1977 Yapese Reference Grammar
Reference Materials:

· Yapese Dictionary

· Vernacular written texts and samples

· Selected handouts from various sources will be identified and prepared for students’ use and readiness.

III. Methods of Instruction:

· Lecture

· Discussion

· Individual and group presentation

· Question and Answer (Q&A)

· Required Writing

· Editing and/or Proof Reading Exercises

IV. Course Content:

· Phonology

Review of

1. Consonants

2. Vowels

· Grammar

Review of

1. Pronouns

2. Verbs

3. Tense Markers

4. Classifiers

· Sentences

Review of

· Segmentation

· Writing sentences

· Punctuation marks

· Paragraphs




Writing paragraphs




1.
Main ideas

2. Supporting ideas

· Essays

Writing essays, articles, stories



1.
Main ideas



2.
Supporting ideas

3. Facts

4. Opinions
5. Unity and coherence
Attendance Policy:
COM-FSM attendance policy will be used
Evaluation:
Final grades of A, B, C, D, and F will be given based on the following:
1. Test and quizzes (50%)
2. Participation in class discussion and activities (25%)
3. Assignments and projects (25%)
90%- 100%
A=
Excellent
80%- 89%
B=
Above Average
70%- 79%
C=
Average
60%- 69%
D=
Below Average
0%-  59%
F=
Failure
