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Course Description

This course is designed to promote and deepen student reading competency in the Pohnpeian language. Emphasis will be directed at enriching student understanding of the Pohnpeian phonemic structure, reading fluency, word recognition and vocabulary developement (segmentation, function and structure), automaticity, all of which are to improve reading comprehension in the language. This course also aims at developing students’ interests in reading Pohnpeian and developing high value and appreciation of the lanaguage. 
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I.  Objectives:

A. General:

· To promote teaching of Pohnpeian reading to commensurate with English reading.

· To bridge the gap between English and Pohnpeian as a communicative means and a means of academic learning. 

· To promote true bilingualism in the classrrom.

· To promote atudents’ academic writing skills in Pohnpeian in order to help improve their writing performance in English.  

· To develop within students, a sense of appreciation, value, and ownership of the Pohnpeian language.

· To help students acquire skills in both learning to read and reading to learn.

· To promote reading in general.

B. Specific: 

At the end of the course, the student will:

· demonstrate reading proficiency and comprehension in Pohnpeian by answering questions at the following cognitive levels :

· recall

· analysis

· synthesis

· application 

· be able to effectively read passages in Pohnpeian and construct sound summary statements of what’s being read through verbal and written exercises.  

· demonstrate high fluency in Pohnpeian by critiguing others’ written texts in Pohnpeian and recommending for appropriate changes as per the conventions of writing Pohnepian, which influences Pohnpeian reading. 

· identify, through exposer to varieties of local reading materials, the different types of audiences and purposes of such reading materials .  

· develop new or expound on the existing vernacular reading (teaching and learning) materials.  

· develop higher order reading compentence through development of indididual arguments, papers/essays, stories, etc. in the language.

· make sound decisions as a result of simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning through interaction and involment with writing Pohnpeian text.

Text:
Required Textbook:

Rehg, Kenneth L. and Sohl, Damian G. 1981. Ponapean Reference Grammar. University of Hawai’i Press.

III. Reference Materials:

     Rehg, Kenneth L. and Sohl, Damian G. 1979. Ponapean-English Dictionary. 
      
University of Hawai’i Press. 

    Cantero, CatalinoL. 1997. Federated States of Micronesia Language Policy. Pohnpei: 


FSM Department of Education.

    Lynch, John. 1998. Pacific languages. University of Hawai’i Press.

    Samples of different Pohnpeian written texts used in schools and in other social          

    settings.

Selected handouts from various sources will be identified and prepared for students’ use and readiness.

IV. Methods of Instruction:

· Lecture

· Discussion

· Individual and Group Reading Activities

· Assessment Sessions 

· Question and Answer (Q&A)

· Editing and/or Proof Reading Exercises

· Required Readings

· Intense Reading and Writing Exercises 

V. Course Content:

This course pepares students to master real-life conversational discourses and written communications. It also aims at developing the necessary reading skills for students to effectively make decisions in the language and further transfer such skills in processing acadamic English learning content materials. The contents of the course will include or stretch from the Pohnpeian Phonemic structure to recalling, analyzing, synthysizing, and the actual 

application of the content of materials read. 

VI. Instructional Cost

None

VII. Evaluation:

Students are to be evaluated based upon their achievement of the course objectives via quizzes (30%), mid-term examination (30%), and a final project (40%). The final project will be cumulative in nature and will enable students to demonstrate competence by either of the two as follows: 1) Write a research paper in Pohnpeian; or 2) submitting a term paper on the topics relating to bilingual education as it relates to biliteracy development, issues relating to teaching of L2 (English) reading to students who are non-proficient in English and illeterate in L1 (Pohnpeian).

VIII. Required Course Materials:
 

Textbook



Notebook



Vernacular written text and samples

IX. Attendance Policy:

                  The standard COM attendance policy applies.

X. Credit by Examination: 

None

