Monthly Report for August 2006
VISITORS

Dr. Michael Balick , Vice President and Chair, Botanical Science Research and Training, Director and Philecology Curator, Institute of Economic Botany, at the New York Botanical Garden, and Dr. Roberta Lee, Medial Director of the Center for Health and Healing, Director of Continuing Medical Education and Co-Director of the Fellowship in Integrative Medicine at Beth Israel’s Continuum Center for Health and Healing, Beth Israel Medical Center, New York were guest lecturers for the SC/SS 115 Ethnobotany class during the week of August 21 – 25.

PERSONNEL
There are several new faculty for the Fall 2006 semester.


Karen Nelson – Language & Literature


Marlene Mangonon – Business 


Marian Medalla – Business (will arrive in early Sept.)

New Part-time Faculty on campus this semester are:


Elizabeth Senda – Business


Kelly Keller – Business (until Sept 11)

George Mangonon – Business


Vasantha Senarathgoda – CIS
ACITIVITY HIGHLIGTHS


Faculty Workshop Week was held July 31 – August 4, 2006.  Important events during that week were:

Faculty Meeting Monday July 31 – Welcoming of new faculty, distributing 


revised handbooks, and preparing for freshman advising and registration.

Assessment Workshop Aug. 2 all day.



Background and foundation of assessment for 2006



Breakout working sessions in afternoon -  groups were to organize and 



complete assessment plans for this school year.  The groups should 


continue to meet and work throughout the school year.

Advising Workshop Aug 3 1 – 4



Foundation for good advising, experimented with new advising training 


program titled “Academic Advising for Student Success and Retention”

Faculty Meeting Friday Aug. 4 – Handout fall schedule of classes, final exam 


schedule, fall calendar, and reminders for important dates and submission 


of syllabi.
Registration for fall 2006 was Aug. 7-10



The total number  of classes  is 183




Agriculture – 3




Business/CIS – 27



Education – 22



Exercise and Sport Science – 5




Lang. & Lit. – 67



Nat. Science & Math - 37 




Social Science – 20



Number of developmental classes is 41 – 10 math, 31 English (22%)



Number of independent study classes is 2, both in the 3rd year Business 



certificate


Number of full-time faculty is 46


Number of part-time faculty = 21 credits taught by part-time = 1 2/3 part-



time instructors
CONCERNS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS
The following are current concerns of the faculty:

1) Length of the add/drop and mandatory first day attendance for students.   A proposed policy has been recommended by the curriculum committee and it has been suggested that the add/drop period be shortened to two days rather than a week.  The reason behind this is that some classes often have students waiting to add the class, but instructors must wait until the registered students either show up or miss the allowable number of days according to the attendance policy which is after the time for add/drop.  If there was a mandatory first day attendance policy, then students who don’t follow the policy could be dropped and other interested students could add.

2) Number of times a student should be allowed to repeat a course if the student is willing to pay for the course and what to do if a student has taken a course three times and is still not likely to pass because they lack the basic skills.  Where should these students go?  How much time and effort should an instructor devote to these types of students at the expense of the other students?  This issue raises many concerns and questions and the answers may be difficult to find.

3)  Textbook orders.  As everyone is well aware, the textbook issue has been and

continues to be a serious problem.  One suggestion is to plan early for the next semester and even though, the deadline for submission of the textbook order is October 1, try to submit orders earlier.  Other suggestions on this matter are encouraged and welcome.
