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I.
Course Objectives:

A. General Objectives:
· To deepen and broadened student’s understanding for a heightened level of acceptance of the Kosraean Orthography.
· To promote reading (Kosraean vernacular) teaching.
· To address the importance of a uniform spelling system and its positive influences on reading development in both first and second language (L1, L2).
· To develop within students a broad sense of appreciation, value, and ownership of the writing/reading system.
· To engage students into the general background of reading techniques.
· To provide opportunities for students to examine the Kosraean grammar with in-depth scrutiny.
· To provide a clear understanding for students to recognize the systematic way of teaching the Kosraean alphabets 
· To provide confidence within students to comfortably teach the Kosraean language. 
· To develop students to become expert in selecting, composing and identifying appropriate reading materials
B. Specifics: Upon completing the course,

· Students will read fluently and with comprehension a broad range of printed materials in Kosraean for a variety of purposes.

· Students will study Kosraean literature as a form of human expression and will develop their ability to:

· understand other cultures and gain insights into their own culture

· connect themselves to other ethnic/racial groups, societies and the world

· recognize universal and unique qualities of individuals

· Students employ a wide range of strategies to generate written texts and to communicate effectively in Kosraean to different audience for varied purposes.

· Students applying knowledge of language conventions, grammar and language usage to create, critique and discuss print and non-print texts.

· The students will develop writing/reading materials for teaching the Kosraean orthography.

II.
Text:


1. 
Required Textbook



Lee, Kee-dong; Cornelius, Lyndon L. and Asher, Elmer P. 1975. Kusaiean 


Reference Grammar, University Press of Hawaii.  

III.
Reference Materials:

Lee, Kee-dong; Cornelius, Lyndon L. and Asher, Elmer P. 1975. Kusaiean-English Dictionary. University Press of Hawaii.  

Buck, Heldon H. 2005. Island of Angels. 

Cantero, Catalino L. 1997. Federated States of Micronesia Language Policy. Kosrae: FSM Department of Education

Samples of different Kosraean written texts used in schools and in other social settings(Bible)

Selected handouts from various sources will be identified and prepared for students’ use and readiness. 

IV.
Methods of Instruction:

· Lecture

· Discussion

· Individual and group presentation

· Question and Answer (Q & A)

· Editing and/or Proof Reading Exercises

· Required Readings

· Data Collection (a field method-related exercise)

V.
Course Content:

· Basic History of Kosraean Language

· Word Analysis, Fluency, and Systematic Vocabulary Development 

· letters, words, and sounds of the Kosraean language. 

· concept about print, phonemic awareness, experience with text when reading text 

· apply knowledge in reading simple sentences.

· Reading Comprehension 

· read and understand grade level appropriate material, drawing upon a variety of comprehension strategies as needed. 

· Read Narrative And Informational Texts
· Read For Enjoyment And To Gain Information

· Read And Follow Simple Directions To Perform Tasks

· Make Reasonable Predictions About What Will Happen In A Story

· Draw on Personal Experiences and prior knowledge to comprehend text

· Select and organize information to tell a story

· Literary Response & Analysis 

· listen, read and respond to a variety of Kosraean myths, legends, tales and begin to familiarize with the literary elements and the structural features of the text.
· Identify story characters, setting, and the important events

· Identify story plot: the beginning, middle, and ending of story
· Understand/recognized different types of everyday print materials (e.g., labels, signs, storybooks, newspapers)
· identify, select and translate reading text into vernacular language 

· Traditional knowledge/Skills
· Fishing
· Farming
· Family
· Honorific language, inculcation of verbal politeness, oral histories, legends & stories, chants & songs, speech making, proverbs
· counting system
· land inheritance
· local crafts/arts
· food processing/preservation

· medicines

· flora & fauna (indigenous plants & animals)

· Natural events/climate changes/special occasions

· moon phases

· directions

· seasons

· time & space

· natural disasters

· tide names

· holidays

· celebrations

VI.
Instructional Costs:


None

VII.
Evaluation:

Students are to be evaluated based upon their achievement of the course objectives via quizzes (30%), mid-term examination (30%), and a final project (40%). The final project will be cumulative in nature and will enable students to demonstrate competency by either of the two as follows:  1) designing course outlines and syllabi in teaching the orthography in the elementary level; or 2) submitting a term paper on the topics relating to the Kosraean orthography, it issues, and the recommended interventions, issues behind language teaching and learning, bilingual education issues, and the like.

VIII.
Required Course Materials:


Textbook


Notebook


Vernacular written text and samples

IX.
Attendance Policy:


The standard COM attendance policy applies

X.
Credit by Examination:


None
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