COURSE OUTLINE

Law 236:
Appellate and Civil Procedure/Jurisdiction
Course Description: 

This course is designed to provide the student with an understanding of the law of civil and appellate procedure in the FSM, with an emphasis on a thorough understanding of the FSM Rules of Civil Procedure and Rules of Appellate Procedure.

Hours per week:

4

Prerequisite:

Admission to the College of Micronesia Trial Counselor Program.  Because this is one of the foundational courses in a program of legal study, no previous law courses are required.

Course Objectives:

The general objective of this course is to introduce students to the principles and rules governing the law of civil procedure and appellate procedure in the Supreme Court of the Federated States of Micronesia.  The course will also cover the underlying concepts of Due Process, Federalism and the importance of finality in the decision making process.   

Specifically, students who successfully complete the class should:

a. have a thorough familiarity with the FSM Rules of Civil Procedure and Rules of Appellate Procedure;

b. be familiar with FSM code provisions governing civil and appellate procedure;

c. understand the constitutional doctrines that underlie the system of civil and appellate procedure in the FSM; and

d. be familiar with and be able to draft motions and appellate briefs.

Content:

The course will cover the following areas:

a. Due Process and how it relates to civil procedure

b. The constitutional basis of jurisdiction in the FSM Supreme Court

c. Personal Jurisdiction

d. Subject Matter Jurisdiction

e. Venue and Forum Non Conveniens

f. Choice of law in the FSM Supreme Court (the “Erie Doctrine”)

g. Pleadings

h. Preclusive effect of judgments (Res Judicata and Collateral Estoppel)

i. Multiple claims and parties

j. Discovery

k. Pre-trial disposition (Summary Judgment)

l. Enforcement of judgments

m. Appellate Jurisdiction

n. Appellate Procedure

o. The Appellate Brief

Course Materials:

FSM Rules of Civil Procedure

FSM Rules of Appellate Procedure

Article XI of the FSM Constitution

FSM Code Title 1, Chapter 2; and FSM Code, Title 6

Relevant cases from the FSM Supreme Court (to be assigned by instructor)

Relevant cases from foreign jurisdictions, 

especially U.S. Supreme Court cases (to be assigned by instructor)

Secondary materials at the discretion of the instructor

Writing Assignments:

In addition to a Mid-Term and Final Exam, students will complete at least two writing exercises to be assigned by the instructor. 

Attendance Policy: 

COM-FSM attendance policy will be followed

Grading Policy:

COM-FSM grading policy will be used.

