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Course Description:

To prepare students to master college level coursework, the course focuses on the development of pre-reading, reading, and post-reading skills and strategies necessary for students to effectively process academic content materials.
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GENERAL OBJECTIVES

In order to achieve academically in content areas, students will develop appropriate strategies to process written materials and apply this knowledge in a wider context. Students will learn to approach academic reading as a three-stage process that includes pre-reading, reading, and post-reading strategies that maximize comprehension and retention of content.

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

Pre-reading Skills

Students will improve their ability to

Preview or survey academic materials to discover topic, key ideas, and thematic vocabulary

Activate prior knowledge and/or develop new background knowledge in order to improve comprehension of content

Reading Skills

Students will improve their ability to

•
Find the main idea in academic content based materials

•
Read critically in order to detect implied ideas and make inferences about the text

•
Draw conclusions from academic reading passages

•
Develop skimming and scanning skills

•
    Use contextual clues and decoding skills to deduce vocabulary meanings

In addition, students will

•
Expand background knowledge in content areas through thematic reading

•
    Develop thematic vocabulary through reading passages in content areas

Post-reading (reviewing) Skills

Students will improve their ability to

•
Rephrase, explain, and expand on written information to reflect comprehension

•
Actively connect new information to information previously learned

•
Summarize or paraphrase main ideas and important details in source material

 •
Synthesize information from what has been read by relating new information to prior knowledge, experience, interests, and opinions

COURSE CONTENT

Prepares students to master college level coursework, the course focuses on the development of pre-reading, reading, and post-reading skills and strategies necessary for students to effectively process academic content materials.

TEXTS AND MATERIALS

Primary Text:
Quest: Reading and Writing in the Academic World, Book 2 by Pamela Hartmann Supplemental Reading:

•
Six-Way Paragraphs (Middle Level) or Specific Skills Series - Levels F and G (Odd numbered units for ESL088A, even numbered units for ESL088B) •
Scholastic Update Magazine and Scholastic Science World Magazine

•
Other supplemental materials selected by the instructor, including but not limited to newspaper or magazine articles, novels and short stories, reference texts, local or regional publications

•
Computer software selected by the instructor, including but not limited to, Speed Reader and TOEFL Mastery

EVALUATION

Progression for this course is based on the instructor's evaluation of the following factors: •
Mastery of course objectives

•
Class work and participation

A, B, or C-
Student progresses to Reading V. This grade is given when the student satisfactorily meets all course requirements - mastery of course objectives, class work and participation - with an A, B, or C average.

D or F - Student must repeat Reading IV. These grades are given when the student fails to meet the course requirements.

ATTENDANCE

Regular attendance and punctuality are required for successful competition of the course. A student will be dropped from the course when he/she has exceeded the limit set in the COM-FSM Attendance Policy.

