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Intensive English for ESL Students: Reading
ESL 086a

Course Description

ELS 086a is a continuation of ESL 078a.This course is designed to further improve students' facility in the use of academic English language reading using and expanding upon reading skills learnt in ESL 078a. The course will include the use of the computer lab to aid in the development of reading techniques. Computer lab time will be included within the allotted class time. A pleasure reading component will also be included as part of the course to build student English skills. Although students in this course will be assessed independently from ESL 086b (writing) and ESL 086c (listening and speaking) the aim of these three courses is to form an integrated, thematic unit designed to give the students an intensive English course to prepare them for college-level English usage.
Course prepared by: IE Instructors
State: Pohnpei
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General Objectives:

Building on the foundation laid in ESL 078a, ESL 086a is designed to provide students with intensive classroom instruction to improve their academic English reading skills. Outside pleasure reading will be encouraged by providing, mainly through use of the campus library as well as the local public library, fiction and non-fiction books at various reading levels.

Specific Objectives: 

Students will be able to: 


•
Identify meaning from context


•
Identify main topics, sources from skimming


•
Identify and mark in a text the main ideas and main support information •



Interpret information in a chart


•
Guess meaning from stems and affixes


•
Identify pronoun reference


•
Demonstrate current library research techniques 


•
Organize information


•
Conduct pre-reading techniques using subheading, pictures, graphs, and captions 


•
Identify and define time abbreviations


•
Identify and discuss imagery in short stories and poetry


•
Choose correct dictionary definitions


•
Identify and discuss symbolism in poetry and prose


•
Define purposes of italics


•
Identify and discuss the theme of a story


•
Make an inference


•
Demonstrate map and graph reading techniques


•
Identify two sides of an argument


•
Identify point of view


•
Identify biases


•
Outline a reading selection

Course Content:


•
Read and summarize the introduction in reading passages at an advanced level •
Read 


and summarize the main idea and supporting details of college level readings

•
Read and summarize the conclusion in reading passages


•
Utilize information gained in reading materials to make decisions based upon critical 


thinking processes


•
Understand and explain cause and effect, compare/contrast, summary and 
paraphrase


•
Develop and expand ideas beyond those discernable in read passages


•
Understand word meaning based upon context of reading material

Assessment:

Assessment will be via quizzes, tests, midterm examinations and a final examination. The course may also include written assignments when deemed necessary by the instructor.
Academic honesty:

The College of Micronesia-FSM academic honesty policy applies to the course.
Evaluation: 

Evaluation will consist of in and out-of-class assignments, quizzes and tests. Students will be graded using the A, B, C, D or F evaluation system in use by the College of Micronesia system.
Attendance Policy:

After nine absences, students may be dropped from the course
Required Textbooks

Quest 3: Reading and Writing in the Academic World (1999) 

Authors: Pamela Hartmann and Laurie Blass

Publisher: McGraw-Hill

Supplementary Materials:

Pleasure reading materials will provided in the classroom or library
Reference Materials:

Longman Dictionary of American English. 2°d ed. (1997)
