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Intensive English for ESL Students: Writing
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Course Description

This course is designed to improve students' facility in the use of academic English language writing. The course will include the use of the computer lab to aid in the development of reading techniques. Computer lab time will be included within the allotted class time. Although students in this course will be assessed independently from ESL 078a (reading) and ESL 078c (listening and speaking) the aim of these three courses is to form an integrated, thematic unit designed to give the students an intensive English course to prepare them for college-level English usage.
Course prepared by: IE Instructors
State: Pohnpei
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General Objectives:

This course is designed to provide students with intensive classroom instruction to improve their academic English writing skills. The students will be introduced to expository writing skills through the study of grammar, and writing of short paragraphs and essays.
Specific Objectives:
 Students will be able to:


•
Gather and organize information for academic writing


•
Edit and revise initial drafts for grammar and content


•
Write a short informal essay


•
Demonstrate the following skills:



-
Write a topic sentence



-
Write a concluding sentence 



-
Add details


-
Limit information


-
Keep to the subject


-
Analyze organization


-
Use examples to support point


-
Determine audience


-
Make an outline


•
Write complete paragraphs with the following focus:                                      
 - Argument


 - Narrative                                                                                                                               
 - Comparison 

•
Write a short final essay using MLA formatting and incorporating essay skills learnt throughout the semester

Course Content:


•
Locate and understand source materials for an essay

•
Improve and expand writing style

•
Differentiate between facts and opinions

•
Accurately record specific facts

•
Correctly paraphrase information

•
Demonstrate acceptable use of grammatical syntax



•
Write a short well-organized research paper
Assessment:

Assessment will be via quizzes, midterm examinations, writing samples and a final essay.
Academic honesty:

The College of Micronesia-FSM academic honesty policy applies to the course.
Evaluation:

Evaluation will consist of in and out-of-class assignments, quizzes and tests. Students will be graded using the A, B, C, D or F evaluation system in use by the College of Micronesia system.
Attendance Policy:

After nine absences, students may be dropped from the course
Required Textbooks

Interactions Two: A Writing Process Book. 3rd Edition (1996) 

Authors: Margaret Keenan and Cheryl Pavlik

Publishers: McGraw-Hill

Reference Materials:

Longman Dictionary of American English. 2°d ed. (1997)
