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EN204 Poetry Course Description:

This course contains three major areas of inquiry. First, there is a selected analysis and review of English poetry from Chaucer to the present. Second, there is a practical study how poetry uses the sounds of language to convey meaning. Finally, the course contains a  workshop component that allows the student to experiment with various poetic forms and concepts in their own writing. 

General Education program outcomes related to EN204:

· Understand the various elements of the writing process, including collecting information and formulating ideas, determining relationships, arranging sentences and paragraphs, establishing transitions, and revising what has been written.

· Read accurately and critically by asking pertinent questions about a text, by asking assumptions and implications, and by evaluating ideas.

I. General Objectives:

A: Reading

The student will be able to:

1. Identify and analyze poetic forms; 

2. Determine literal and figurative meanings in poetry; and

3. Discuss themes, literary devices, style, and historical influences in poetry.

B: Writing
The student will be able to:

1. Write a poem in a given form;

2. Identify and analyze prosody and apply it in writing; and

3. Respond reflectively in writing, with a minimum of grammatical error, to poems.

C: Communication
The student will be able to:


1. Make informed language choices, with an understanding of the musicality of English.

2. Explore the prosody of a language other than English.

Specific Objectives
A1. Identify and analyze poetic forms; 

The student will be able to: 

A1.1 Identify the features of sonnets, blank verse, and free verse and other poetic forms chosen by the instructor, for instance, villanelles, ballads, odes, haikus, and pastorals;

A1.2 Analyze a poetic form by scanning its poetic meter; and

A1.3 Understand the relationship between a poem’s form, sound, and meaning.

A2. Determine literal and figurative meanings in poetry
The student will be able to:

A2.1 Identify metaphor, simile and imagery in poetry; and

A2.2 Make informed decisions as to the meaning of metaphor, simile, and imagery.

A3. Discuss themes, literary devices, style, and historical influences in poetry.

The student will be able to:

A3.1 Identify common themes in poetry;

A3.2 Analyze a poem and identify instances of literary devices such as alliteration, assonance, allusion, strong and weak rhyme, slant rhyme, and internal rhyme;

A3.3 Discuss the tone of a poem; and

A3.4 Situate a poem within its historical context.

B1. Write a poem in a given form.

The student will be able to:

B1.1 Write a sonnet or other traditional form;

B1.2 Write a poem with a given theme; and

B1.3 Create a poetic form and write within its rules.

B2. Identify and analyze prosody and apply it writing

The student will be able to:

B2.1 Identify and scan poetic meter; and

B2.2 Write a poem using traditional poetic meter, such as iambic pentameter.

B3. Respond reflectively in writing, with a minimum of grammatical error, to poems.

The student will be able to:

B3.1 Write a short essay interpreting a poem; and

B3.2 Write a response essay concerning a poem.

C1. Make informed language choices, with an understanding of the musicality of English.

The student will be able to:

C1.1 Write a poem demonstrating an understanding of the effects of word choice on sound and meaning; 

C1.2 Write and analyze a poem for its connotative meaning; and

C1.3 Recite a poem from memory.

C2. Explore the prosody of a language other than English.

C2.1 Write a poem in a Micronesian language, or any language other than English, with an understanding of the effects of sound combinations in that language; and

C2.2 Use culturally specific, connotative language in a poem written in a language other than English.

II. Course Contents

The contents of the textbook can be found at W.W. Norton publishers website, at http://www.wwnorton.com/college/titles/english/seagull/contents3.htm
The course material consists of poems, mostly from the last 200 years of English poetry. There are also handouts on poetic terms. A rough outline might look something like this:

Week 1: What is poetry? How to read poetry? What makes a poem? 

Week 2: Introduction to poetic prosody. Poems by Shakespeare 

Week 3: Student written sonnets. Recitation of Shakespeare sonnet. Analysis of 

Shakespeare sonnet. 

Weeks 4 and 5: Analysis and reading of Donne and the metaphysical poets. Exploration 

of the what makes a poem “metaphysical.” Student written metaphysical poem. 

Weeks 6,7, and 8: Romantic and transcendentalist poets – Wordsworth, Shelley, Keats, 

Byron, Emerson, Blake. Romantic poetry project (used for midterm). 

Week 9: Later Victorian British and early American free verse poetry: Rosetti, Whitman, 

Dickensen

Week 10: Contiunue Whitman. Student produced free verse. 

Week 11: World War I poets: Trakl, Owens, Eliot, Williiams, Cummings.

Week 12: Early 20th Century American poets: Frost, Stevens, Millay.

Week 13: Harlem Renaissance: Hughes, Toomer. Plus Gwendolyn Brooks.

Week 14: Beat poets: Ginsberg and others.

Weeks 15 and 16: Analysis of one book of poetry by a major author.

III. Textbook 

Kelly, Joseph, ed. The Seagull Reader: Poems. 1st ed. New York: W.W. Norton and 

Company, 2001.

One book of poems by a single author will be selected by the instructor. For spring 2003, the book was The Four Quartets by T.S. Eliot. For spring 2004, the book was Back Through Interruption by Katherine Northrop.
IV. Required Materials
None.

V. Reference Materials 

The student should have a collegiate dictionary

VI. Instructional Costs
None.

VII. Method of Instruction
EN204 Poetry contains a lecture component and a workshop component. Student poetry workshops are peer group reviews of poems written by students. The instructor may use but is not limited to lecture, discussion, group discussion, group presentations, projects, quizzes, tests, videos, computer software and exercises in order to achieve the stated objectives of the course.

VIII. Evaluation

The instructor will create measurement instruments that demonstrate competency in the stated objectives. As review of student-written poetry is highly subjective, the poetry assignments may be reviewed based on the student’s competence in the technical requirements of the poetry assignment. Other assessments may include recitations of poetry, multiple choice, short answer, essay quizzes, and projects. 

IX. Attendance Policy

The COM-FSM attendance policy applies to this course.

X. Academic Honesty Policy

The COM-FSM academic honesty policy applies to this course.

