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CCSSE Student Assessment Survey
Okay, students, get ready! This semester you will
have the chance to tell us how you perceive the good
and the bad on campus. You will take a survey called
“CCSSE Student Assessment Survey” in late November or early December.
CCSSE stands for “Community College Survey of Student Engagement”. It lets students tell us
what we are doing in five broad areas: (1) active and collaborative learning, (2) student effort, (3)
academic challenge, (4) student-faculty interaction, and (5) support for learners. Taken together,
these five areas contribute to student success. In future issues of Meseiset, we will examine each area in
greater detail.
CCSSE Results, by Category (2013)
For now, look at the
bar graph (left). It explains how well each
COM-FSM campus in
2013 helped (or did not
help) students succeed in
the five areas (or categories). Chuuk Campus
was the worst — in 4 of
the 5 areas. We did not
do well. Take “studentfaculty interaction” —
fewer than 40% of our
students perceived positive results for themselves. It means that more than 60% did not. Now, in 2017, we need to do better.
In two categories, Chuuk Campus was terrible — academic challenge and student-faculty interaction.
Dean Kind Kanto had a sober reaction to the graph, “We aren’t doing enough for students. We have to
shape up — all administrators, staff, and faculty. Let’s not victimize the students by what we fail to do.”
There are ways to raise the percentages in the five categories. For instance, this Fall 2017, we will
sponsor activities such as the Academic Talent Showdown,
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THE FIVE CORE VALUES OF COM-FSM
We the administrators, staff, faculty, and students of Chuuk Campus value the highereducation community in which we work and serve. We embody five core values and must
demonstrate them through the following 35 best practices:
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STUDENT ESSAYS ON ANCIENT GREEK PHILOSOPHERS
[NOTE: In EN 208 (Philosophy) students wrote essays on the following question: “Among the three
ancient Greek philosophers — Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle — which one is your favorite. Why?”
Here are the unedited and unabridged essays by three students.]

Socrates (469-399 BC)

Plato (428-347 BC)

Aristotle (384-322 BC)

(1) PLATO by Christine Grace Robert
Among the three Greek philosophers — Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle — I choose Plato as my favorite. Plato was a smart young man who was influenced by Socrates’ teachings. He became interested in
Socrates’ teaching that he decided to devote himself to philosophy. I choose him because I come to like
his ideas or teachings on moral virtues, myth of the cave, and nature of justice.
First, Plato’s idea or teaching about moral virtues. Plato mentioned about government leaders given
advice to have moral virtues so that they can give “true happiness” to each citizen. Meaning that leaders
have to have a clean mind, heart, and soul in the action/work they do to bring peace and happiness to
their people. For example, if the government leaders are innocent and honest in every work they carry
out, then the people will find peace and fairness. Another example can also be the COM instructors and
the students. The instructors should be truthful to their work so that the student can gain knowledge and
be successful.
Second, Plato shared his symbolic idea on the Myth of the Cave. The Myth of the Cave is concerning
human perception; he used two words enlightenment vs. ignorance. Plato is trying show the difference
between the truth that people actually see and the truth that they heard about or imagined. For example,
a prisoner in a cave who has never seen or been outside of the cave and only see the darkness, he is ignorant of the outside world. Another example, COM-FSM students are shy and do not want to seek knowledge, they decided
to remain stupid and live in the dark. This is also called ignorance of knowledge.
Third, Plato’s ideas or teaching about the Nature of Justice.
Plato explained that justice is equity or fairness. The leaders
along with the state and people have to be fair to each other in
order to have a just state and equality among people and leaders.
For example, the government and the leaders do not have to
separate their people because of wealth, but instead to give the
people equal rights to find justice. Additional example is how Chuukese degree student try and apply
for a job. Managers or owners or the departments play favoritism among people and decided to hire
their relatives instead of those who deserve the job. They are not being fair to each other and cannot
find justice with themselves and their job.
To conclude all these that have been said, the reason why I choose Plato is because his ideas or teaching. His ideas and teachings are interesting such as his ideas/teachings on moral virtue, myth of the
cave, and nature of justice. Moral virtue is dealing with a clean or pure mind, heart, and soul in order to
bring true happiness to the people. Myth of the Cave is about choosing among enlightenment, seeing the
truth about the world, or ignorance, hearing or imagining the truth about the world. Nature of justice is
fairness among state, leaders, and people. Plato shared some goods quotes and the one I like among his
quotes and I quote, “wonder is the feeling of a philosopher, and philosophy begins in wonder”.Θ
(continued on page 4)
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STUDENT ESSAYS ON GREEK PHILOSOPHERS — (continued from page 3)
(2) PLATO by Angela Mori
“Those who are able to see beyond the shadows and lies of their culture will never be understood, let
alone believed by masses” is a quote from Plato, an ancient Greek philosopher, whose philosophy I like
more than the other two ancient Greek philosophers, Socrates and
Aristotle. I like Plato’s philosophy because he allowed women to
attend his school, the Academy, and because through his philosophy
I also learned about Socrates and his philosophy, also because his
Myth of the Cave gave me an understanding of how Chuukese live
life in this day.
Accepting women to attend his school, Plato has set a good example for every man to follow, which is accepting woman as an
equal. Throughout history women were not acknowledge, which
meant they can’t vote, run for offices and state their mind. All there
is for the women to do was do chores and shoot out babies. Women can do better than men. Physically,
they can do as much as the men can. Well, babies weren’t created like how God created Adam and Eve,
right? The mothers have to endure the pain of carrying the baby in
Plato
the womb for nine months or less and giving birth. Mentally, women
were better than men, as the brain-based research findings recently
stated, “women were born smarter than men”. We, the women of
Chuuk were disciplined to follow our “culture” and we are to be punished if we don’t. We tend to walk in darkness because of this socalled culture of Chuuk, and if we retaliate our parents were there to discipline us by punishment.
From what I have learned Plato is very fond of his teacher, Socrates. Most of his works were about
Socrates. Socrates never wrote down any of his ideas, it was through the Dialogs from Plato that Socrates’ ideas were made known. Yes, Plato and the other wealthy men under Socrates’ wing treated him
well, not everyone in the Athenian society liked him. Some of his teachings lead him to his death. No
one would be willing to do what Plato did, dedicating his works to his late teacher.
The Myth of the Cave by Plato is a story of men living in a cave. The only thing that these men
could see was the shadows on the wall. One of the men broke free from the chains and followed the
light. He tried telling the others to join him to see the real world but they wouldn’t so he stayed back
with them. The light the man saw when he was freed is true knowledge and the darkness of the cave is
stupidity. As for Chuukese, they are still in that cave, which means they are still stupid; they can’t
understand anything even if they know there is no use, because some people have tried leading them to
the light but they still want to live in that darkness. For example, my philosophy instructor, he has seen
the light and he is still trying to lead his students there, but being the Chuukese they are, they wouldn’t
listen to him. They, like other Chuukese still want to live in that darkness.
I hope students study about these philosophers, and truly know the meaning of their philosophies.
Even though I only picked one philosopher, it doesn’t mean that I don’t like the others, I do, because all
the philosophers have great ideas to share, but Plato seeing woman as a man’s equal, dedicating his
works to his teacher and his meaning behind the story Myth
of the Cave is what made me choose him over the others.Θ

[EDITOR’S NOTE: The two essays by Christine Robert and Angela Mori refer to Plato’s Myth of the Cave
(also known as the Allegory of the Cave). To read the
cartoon version of the allegory, go to page 5.]
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STUDENT ESSAYS ON GREEK PHILOSOPHERS — (continued from page 4)
(3) ARISTOTLE by Alton Ruben

down to his son, meaning the grandson would add his own ideas and
knowledge to the ones he learned
from his father and grandfather.
Lastly, I’d like to talk now about
his quote. His quote says “educating the mind without educating the
heart is no education at all”. I
admire Aristotle’s quote it really
touched me inside. I say it’s true
because it will be a waste of time if only the mind
is educated but not the heart. Most teachers here
in Chuuk are like this, they only educate the minds
of their students forgetting to educate their hearts.
For example, a teacher will just tell you to remember his/her lessons without telling you how to
cherish the lesson and use it wisely. I’m saying a
teacher should also tell students to care for the
lessons taught.
I would like to conclude this by saying that
Aristotle is a really wise man. He’s a good father
that cares for everybody also wanting people to be
good. He also has a mind of three wise men.
Reading and writing about this philosopher makes
me feel numb because of his philosophy, it’s making me strive to what I have been aiming for. He
is giving me courage to work harder than today
because of his word “the roots of education are
bitter, but the fruit is sweet”. People have to work
hard and never give up is what Aristotle is saying
to us.Θ

Among the three Greek philosophers, I
choose to write about the third guy name Aristotle. I say he is the third guy because he
came after Socrates and Plato, so to me he is
the third Greek philosopher. I chose to write
about him because, first I like his philosophy
of his book Nicomachean Ethics. Second his
biography and the third reason is his quote
“Educating the mind without educating the
heart is no education at all”. These are the reasons why I admire him. There are also some good
things about him but let us just talk about these
three.
Okay, now let’s start with his Nicomachean
Ethics. As I read through the handouts and came
upon his Nicomachean Ethics I know right there
he is a very good father, not only to his son but to
everybody else. The lessons in his book for his
son are all about doing good things and being
good. We are not only supposed to know the
good but we also have to act the good. A good
father is not afraid to show what he does and want
his children to be. So, giving the son good lessons
and showing it to everybody is the meaning of a
good father.
Continuing down, let’s support Aristotle biography. Aristotle was a talented student of Plato,
and Plato was a student of Socrates. As we look
at the lineup of the philosophers we know right
there that the third student will collect all ideas
and knowledge from the first two. I would say
that Aristotle is combining three brains in one
head. Let’s try and say it this way to be understandable, a father teaches his son some things,
also giving him ideas to use, then the son, has a
son and the knowledge and ideas he collect from
his father with some new ones would be passed
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