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“To	succeed,	we	must	all	work	to	ensure	that	we	are	upholding	the	mission	of	the	
college	and	working	toward	the	collecUve	vision	that	we	set	for	the	insUtuUon.”

~Joseph	M.	Daisy,	EdD,	“COM-FSM:	Char-ng	the	course	for	the	next	
genera-on,”	April	2018

Institutional Set Standards …	conUnued	from	page	4
Rountables and Workshop 
The	Center	and	 its	associates	were	privileged	to	have	two	roundtables	with	
VPIEQA	 Caroline	 Kocel	 and	 Ms.	 Britania	 Hawley	 from	 LP	 Gas,	 and	 one	
workshop	 with	 Denise	 Mendiola	 from	 the	 Guam	 Small	 Business	
AdministraUon.	

During	 the	 Roundtable	 with	 VPIEQA	 Kocel,	 students	 learned	 about	 the	
importance	of	sustainable	transportaUon,	and	devised	several	possible	forms	
that	a	mode	of	green	transport	can	take.	With	Ms.	Britania	Hawley,	students	
learned	 the	 importance	 of	 bringing	 in	 services	 and	 products	 that	 are	 not	
readily	 available	 in	 the	 region.	 Under	 the	 workshop	 with	 Ms.	 Mendiola,	
students	 as	well	 as	members	 of	 the	 community	were	 given	 a	 basic	 course	
detailing	how	to	write	a	business	plan.	

OIM donates office furniture to the Center 
On	 April	 25,2019,	 InternaUonal	 OrganizaUon	 of	 MigraUon	 (IOM)	 donated	
office	furniture	to	the	Center.	The	office	furniture	will	be	used	by	Hydroponic	
of	 the	 Pacific	 (HOP)	 at	 their	 new	 office	 located	 in	 front	 of	 the	 Agriculture	
Building.	Because	of	the	high	temperatures	inside	the	greenhouse	during	the	
middle	of	the	day,	the	office	will	be	used	by	HOP	to	work	on	recording	and	
interpreUng	the	data	they	gather	from	the	greenhouses.	

The	Center	received	a	total	of	five	office	chairs	and	one	conference	table.	Mr.	
Stuart	Simpson,	Chief	of	Missions,	 IOM,	also	 informed	the	Center’s	director	
that	they	would	be	making	addiUonal	donaUons	in	next	few	months.

Updates: Center …	conUnued	from	page	3

Summary

Department for
Instructional Affairs
Academic	Programs	|	State	Campuses	|	FSM	Fisheries	&	Maritime	Institute	|	Cooperative	Research	&	Extension

Faculty Professional Development
Yap,	Chuuk	and	Kosrae	campuses	held	faculty	professional	development	days	March	28,	Yap	and	
Chuuk	again	on	April	17	and	18,	and	NaUonal	Campus	on	April	17	and	18.	Topics	 included:	(a)	
wriUng	 course	 outlines;	 (b)	 academic	 honesty;	 (c)	 program	 review	 presentaUons	 and	
discussions;	(d)	academic	advising;	(e)	Schoology;	(f)	culturally	sustainable	pedagogy;	(g)	making	
migraUon	maaer;	and	(g)	place-based	educaUon.	

The	annual	faculty	professional	development	days	comply	with	ACCJC	Standard	II.A.2	on	faculty	
members	ensuring	the	content	and	methods	of	 instrucUon	meet	generally	accepted	academic	
and	 professional	 standards	 and	 expectaUons	 and	 that	 there	 is	 conUnuous	 improvement.	
Professional	development	days	also	meet	ACCJC	Standard	III.A.14	on	planning	for	and	providing	
all	personnel	with	appropriate	opportuniUes	for	conUnued	professional	development.

Resident Instruction Grant
The	 Resident	 InstrucUon	 for	 Insular	 Areas	 Grant	 was	 submiaed	 to	
www.grants.gov	 for	 funding	 from	 the	 NaUonal	 InsUtute	 of	 Food	 and	
Agriculture	 (NIFA)	 on	 April	 10,	 2019.	 Dr.	 Joyce	 Parker	 from	 NIFA	 has	
confirmed	 complete	 document	 submission	 and	 pulled	 the	 applicaUon	 for	
review.	 COM-FSM	 has	 requested	 approximately	 $150,000	 to	 enhance	 the	
Agriculture	 and	Natural	 Resource	Management	 degree	 and	Agriculture	 and	
Food	Technology	cerUficate	programs.

Little Free Library
The	 college,	 in	 collaboraUon	 with	 the	
P o h n p e i	 R o t a r y	 C l u b	 a n d	 F SM	
TelecommunicaUons,	opened	the	first	Liale	
Free	Library	in	FSM	on	April	23,	2019.	This	
is	 the	 second	 Liale	 Free	 Library	 in	
Micronesia	with	the	other	being	in	Guam.		

The	 carpentry	 students	 converted	 an	 old	
p h o n e	 b o o t h	 ( d o n a t e d	 b y	 F SM	
TelecommunicaUons)	 into	 a	 small	 library.	
The	Rotary	Club	 is	 the	 charter	member	 to	
Liale	 Free	 Libraries	 and	 provided	 the	
funding	for	the	project.

Liale	Free	Library	is	a	501	nonprofit	organizaUon	that	aims	to	inspire	a	love	of	
reading,	 build	 community,	 and	 spark	 creaUvity	 by	 fostering	 neighborhood	
book	exchanges	around	the	world.	More	than	75,000	public	book	exchanges	
are	registered	with	the	organizaUon	and	branded	as	Liale	Free	Libraries.	The	
idea	is	to	take	a	book,	share	a	book.	

ACCJC Annual Report
ACCJC	Annual	Report	was	submiaed	March	25,	2019.	 	A	summary	of	results	
are:	 (a)	enrollment	 is	down	5%	 from	 last	year;	 (b)	 course	compleUon	 rate	 is	
74%	 —	 above	 the	 InsUtuUon	 Set	 Standards	 (ISS)	 of	 70%;	 (c)	 number	 of	
cerUficates	awarded	FY	2017/2018	is	126	—	above	the	ISS	of	100;	(d)	number	
of	 degrees	 awarded	 FY	 2017/2018	 is	 291	—	 above	 the	 ISS	 of	 280;	 and	 (e)	
transfer	rate	 is	1%	—	below	the	ISS	of	3%.	 	Link	to	the	enitre	report:	hap://
www. comfsm . fm/a c c red i t aUon /a rch i ve /ACC JC - 2019 -Annua l -
Report-3-25-19.pdf.	

Cooperative Research & Extension I  Fisheries & Maritime Institute 
Learning Resources Center State Campuses

Department for Instructional Affairs

Career & Technical Education Center (CTEC) 
CTEC Recognized as ETA Testing Center 
The	college's	Career	and	Technical	EducaUon	Center	(CTEC)	is	now	a	recognized	test	center	for	
Electronics	Technician	AssociaUon	(ETA)	cerUficaUon	exam.	Nelchor	Permitez,	EdD	was	recently	
cerUfied	by	ETA’s	President	to	administer	its	cerUficaUon	exams.				

As	 a	 recognized	 test	 site,	 ETA	 InternaUonal	 is	 opening	 its	 door	 to	 COM-FSM	 to	 have	 its	 CTEC	
program	evaluated	and	approved.	A	cerUficate	of	approval	is	given	by	ETA	InternaUonal	once	the	
compliance	 in	 industry	standard	 is	met.	The	cerUficate	signifies	that	the	courses	 in	Electronics	
and	 TelecommunicaUon	 program	 are	 aligned	 and	meet	 the	 knowledge	 and	 skills	 competency	
standards	needed	by	the	industry.	

ETA	InternaUonal	is	a	third-party	cerUficaUon	body	founded	in	1978	by	electronics	technicians.	
ETA®	 InternaUonal	 is	 a	 not-for-profit	 501(c)	 6	 associaUon	 whose	mission	 is	 to	 represent	 and	
support	 the	 technical	 professional.	 ETA	 offers	 over	 80	 accredited,	 vendor-neutral	 cerUficaUon	
programs	 in	 a	 variety	 of	 technology	 fields	 such	 as	 fiber	 opUcs,	 communicaUons,	 electronics,	
biomedical,	smart	home,	and	renewable	energy.		

ConFnued	to	page	6
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CTEC ETA Testing Center…	conUnued	from	page	5

ETA	 aligns	 with	 the	 ISO	 17024	 standard,	
vocaUonal	 and	 educaUon	 curriculum,	 and	
businesses’	 resource	 	 iniUaUves	 	 through	
cerUficaUon	programs,	 	 conferences,	 	and	
publicaUons.			Download	ETA's	CerUficaUon	
Booklet	 to	 see	 how	 ETA	 can	 help	 your	
career,	business,	or	school.		

A	 CerUficaUon	 Administrator’s	 locaUon	 is	
listed	for	the	public	to	contact	using	the	CA	
L o c a t o r	 ( hap s : / /www. e t a - i . o r g /
test_sites.html).

CTEC 2019 Exhibit 
This	year,	CTEC	2019	Exhibit	was	taken	to	the	high	schools	March	26-28,	2019.	Rather	than	have	
high	school	students	come	to	campus,	 faculty	and	COM-FSM	students	accompanied	recruiters	
from	the	Admission	Office	to	visit	 the	high	schools.	CTEC	plans	 to	 include	more	services	 from	
the	college	next	year	to	increase	the	informaUon	shared	with	the	students.	CETC	will	also	work	
with	the	school	to	provide	opportunity	for	lower	grades	to	aaend	our	presentaUons.	The	enUre	
visit	was	a	success	this	year.

Partnership to train installers & designers of Grid Connected Solar 
Power Systems 
COM-FSM	 is	 collaboraUng	 with	 the	 Pacific	 Community	 to	 train	 technicians	 in	 solar	 system	
installaUon	and	maintenance,	 solar	 system	connecUvity	 to	 the	PUC	grid	 through	net	metering	
and	cerUfy	 technicians	 in	 solar	 system	 installaUon.	This	program	will	be	 incorporated	 into	 the	
current	 programs	 at	 CTEC.	 Professor	 Cirilo	 Lecana	 and	 Instructor	 Romino	 Victor	 will	 be	 the	
trainers	to	deliver	the	Grid	connected	PV	course.

TRIO Program COM-FSM Entrance Test (COMET) Results

Kosrae Campus 
Mural Project 
Kosrae	 Campus	 art	 instructor,	 Mrs.	 Mary	 Sigrah,	 and	 her	 students	
commenced	on	April	25,	2019	with	a	mural	project	collaboraUon	with	Bank	of	
Guam	Kosrae	Branch.	This	mural	project	will	feature	some	underwater	scenes	
portraying	local	fish	species	and	other	marine	life	species.	Kosrae	State	Public	
Safety	has	offered	to	assist	with	traffic	control	for	the	duraUon	of	the	project.	
Bank	employees	have	also	offered	to	provide	boaled	water	for	drinking	and	
food	items	for	snack/refreshment.	As	an	authenUc	assessment	acUvity	for	the	
AR101	 students,	 the	 instructor	has	been	able	 to	 align	 and	address	 relevant	
student	 learning	 outcomes	 at	 the	 course,	 program,	 and	 insUtuUonal	 level	
with	the	project.

Alumni Chapter established 
Alumni	 Core	 Planning	 Team	 held	 an	
alumni	 meeUng	 at	 the	 Student	 Lounge	
on	the	anernoon	of	March	27,	2019.	The	
Local	 Alumni	 Chapter	 was	 officially	
organized	 and	 established	 during	 the	
meeUng	with	the	elecUon	of	new	officers	
for	this	fiscal	year.		

COM-FSM	 Kosrae	 Alumni	 Chapter	
officers:	 President	 Larson	 Livaie,	 Vice-
President	Casy	Freddy,	Secretary	Beverly	
Wabol,	and	Treasurer	Alik	J.	Phillip.

Chuuk Campus 
Trial Counselor Program started 
The	Trial	Counselor	Program	was	restarted	Spring	Semester,	2019.	 	There	are	
18	students	taking	all	the	four	first-semester	courses.	 	There	are	two	courses	
to	be	offered	this	summer,	and	four	more	during	the	fall	semester.		The	goal	is	
to	have	the	first	cohort	complete	the	program	in	December	2019.	

College Fair 
The	College	Fair	Day	was	held	on	April	22,	2019.	 	More	than	one-hundred	of	
the	seniors	who	passed	the	COMET	from	three	of	the	high	schools	in	Chuuk	
State	 came	 to	 Chuuk	 Campus.	 These	 high	 schools	 are	 Berea	 ChrisUan	High	
School,	 Chuuk	 High	 School,	 and	 Saramen	 Chuuk	 Academy.	 	 Ninety-three	
signed	up	to	show	their	interest	in	coming	to	COM-FSM	Chuuk	Campus,	but	
only	sixty-six	actually	submiaed	their	applicaUon	for	admissions.	 	There	 is	a	
plan	 to	 go	 to	 the	 high	 schools	 before	 their	 graduaUons	 to	 help	 interested	
seniors	fill	out	their	applicaUon	for	admission,	other	needed	documents,	and	
the	FAFSA.	 	We	believe	that	this	is	a	way	to	help	the	undecided	seniors	take	
their	first	step	toward	COM-FSM.	

Yap Campus & FSM FMI 
Founding Day Collaboration 
Because	of	the	success	of	the	26th	anniversary	tournament	held	last	year	with	all	high	schools,	
sports	tournaments	resumed	again	this	year	with	parUcipaUon	from	all	high	schools	in	Yap.	 	In	
early	 February,	 volleyball	 tournament	 began	 followed	 by	 basketball.	 	 On	 April	 1st,	 we	
celebrated	 Founding	 Day	 at	 the	Matson	 Sports	 Complex	 with	 all	 the	 five	 high	 schools	 fully	
parUcipaUng	in	track	and	field	events	and	table	tennis		compeUUons.			It	was	a	day	to	celebrate	

ConFnued	to	page	7

Cooperative Research and Extension 
CRE program staff attended three workshops 
Soil	 Health,	 conducted	 by	 Dr.	 Ming	Wei	 Koh	 of	 the	 University	 of	 Hawaii	
working	 on	 PREL	 iniUaUves	 in	 Hawaii	 and	 the	 Micronesia	 regions.	 	 The	
workshop	was	conducted	at	Island	Food	Community	(IFCP)	and	more	than	
70	 farmers	 and	 staff	member	 from	 different	 agencies	 parUcipated	 in	 the	
workshop.	

Climate	 Resiliency,	 conducted	 by	 a	 climate	 change	 expert	 from	 New	
Zealand	and	the	Director	of	Disability	Program,	who	is	also	the	President	of	
Pohnpei	Farmers	AssociaUon,	Mr.	Nelpert	Perez.	

Breadfruit	 Agroforestry	 workshop,	 conducted	 by	 a	 team	 led	 by	 Dr.	 Craig	
Elevitch,	 Mrs.	 Shirley	 from	 Hawaii,	 and	 former	 VPCRE	 Jim	 Currie.	 	 This	
workshop	was	conducted	at	CTEC,	3rd	floor,	room	#3	in	the	same	building	
where	CRE	Office	is	at	the	first	floor.

ConFnued	to	page	7
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Yap Campus & FSM FMI…	conUnued	from	page	6

partnerships	built	through	collaboraUon	and	coordinated	efforts	among	all	the	high	schools	and	
the	two	campuses.		The	sports	tournament	sUll	conUnues	with	soccer	to	end	in	May.

Recruitment of FSM FMI 
Cadets 
Because	The	week	of	April	8	–	12	was	busy,	
especially	 for	 2nd	 year	 cadets.	 	 Daishin	
Fishery	 Company,	 Japan,	 and	 OFCF	
recruiters	 interviewed	 the	2nd	 year	 cadets.		
The	 recruiters	 expressed	 compliments	 for	
previous	 FMI	 graduates	 who	 worked	 with	
them	in	Japan.			

The	email	message			from	the	OFCF	recruiter	
who	 speaks	 highly	 of	 FMI	 Graduates	 for	
being	well	 trained	and	disciplined	and	 thus	
giving	more	 slots	 to	 FMI	 cadets	 than	other	
FSM	States.	

CRE …	conUnued	from	page	6
RIIIA 2019 Spring Scholarship Award 
Five	 students	 have	 received	 this	 	 RIIA	 2019	 scholarship	 award	 based	 on	
eligibility	 and	 a	 rubric	 including	 completeness	 of	 applicaUon	 package,	
financial	need,	GPA	and	essay.	Trisdan	Elias	received	$1,200.00,	Rennie	Glen	
Taiwerpal	 and	 Macmillan	 Willyander	 each	 received	 $1,500	 and	 Stewart	
Johnny	and	Daryll	Keller	each	received	$1,250.

CRE now part of the college’s IEMP 
Pohnpei	CRE	 led	meeUngs	 this	 spring	 to	 integrate	agriculture	and	extension	
service	 goals	 and	 objecUves	 in	 the	 college’s	 Integrated	 EducaUonal	Master	
Plan	 (IEMP).	 This	 is	 the	 first	 Ume	 CRE	 has	 aligned	 its	 goals	 with	 the	 same	
strategic	 direcUons	 and	measures	 of	 success	 that	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 college	 is	
using.	 The	 CRE	 plan	 will	 be	 added	 to	 the	 current	 plan	 and	 posted	 on	 the	
college	website.

Learning Resources Center 
Calvary Christian Academy (CCA) visit 
A	library	tour	at	NaUonal	Campus	was	conducted	for	60	CCA	elementary	students	on	April	11,	
2019.	The	students	parUcipated	in	scavenger	hunt	acUviUes	for	finding	different	types	of	books	
in	the	library.	This	acUvity	helped	the	students	learn	the	Library	of	Congress	system	and	how	
to	use	a	library.

LRC Statistics: Programs & Services

Department for
Administrative Services
Business	Office	|	Facilities	&	Maintenance	Office	|	Human	Resources	Office	|	Procurement	&	Property	Management	Office

Updates: Office of the VP for Administrative Services 
The	 department	 is	 taking	 extra	 steps	 to	 follow	 up	 on	 unpaid	 billings	 for	 students	 with	
outstanding	 tuiUon	 by	 sending	 leaers	 to	 the	 government	 and	 work	 directly	 with	 former	
students	to	file	allotment	to	pay	for	the	debts.	 	Congress	fund	appropriaUons	for	payment	of	
student’s	outstanding	balances	for	Kosrae	State	students	was	resubmiaed	to	the	Congress	for	
payment.	 The	 amount	 is	 $167,236.97	 from	 2015	 to	 date.	 	 Senator	 Paliknoe	 Welley	
acknowledged	receipt	of	the	billings	and	said	he	will	appropriate	new	money	to	take	care	of	it.	

Senator	Ferny	Perman	has	appropriated	new	money	to	pay	 for	ElecUon	District	#1	student’s	
outstanding	balances.	 	 	Billing	was	submiaed	to	TC&I	for	payment	as	the	allotee	of	the	fund.		
The	amount	sUll	awaiUng	payment	is	$20,000.	

New	Chuuk	Campus	Engineering	design	fund	has	now	cleared	OIA	to	be	released	as	indicated	
by	Mr.	Steve	Savage	during	a	meeUng	he	had	with	our	staff	and	FSM	PMU	in	Pohnpei.	 	 	This	
has	 given	 the	 project	 the	 green	 light	 to	 conUnue	 to	 move	 ahead	 with	 plan	 for	 eventual	
construcUon.	

ConFnued	to	page	8

FACILITIES & CAMPUS MAINTENANCE 
National Campus Student Center & CTEC Technical 
Building and Infrastructure Upgrade 
As	 of	 April	 9,	 Beca	 was	 instructed	 to	 proceed	 with	 the	 design	 revision	 as	
recommended	by	USACE	and	PMU/COM	and	that	the	funds	for	the	addiUonal	
work	have	been	approved	by	OIA	and	that	the	grant	#	D19AF00062	has	been	
issued.	ConstrucUon	is	anUcipated	to	commence	in	August	2019.

Construction Management Services 
As	of	the	week	of	April	15,	the	contract	for	Amorient	is	being	routed	to	FSM	
Finance	and	DOJ	for	review	and	signing.	
National Campus Teaching Clinic 
During	 the	 meeUng	 with	 Steve	 Savage	 on	 April	 24,	 2019,	 Steve	 Savage	
instructed	 the	 college	 to	 proceed	 and	 request	 for	 proposals	 for	 the	 design	
services.	

Chuuk Campus Nantaku Site 
At	 the	 same	 meeUng	 the	 Steve	 Savage	 inform	 the	 college	 to	 submit	 the	
esUmated	 design	 cost	 for	 Chuuk	 Campus	 and	 request	 for	 the	 Grant	 Award.	
OIA	will	support	the	cost	for	the	design.		
Kosrae Multi-Purpose Building 
A	memo	from	the	Department	of	JusUce	to	Secretary	of	CT&I	 in	response	to	
the	 “Request	 for	 No	 ObjecUon”	 for	 sole	 procurement	 of	 design	 services	 is	
being	differed	to	the	Department	of	Finance	for	its	iniUal	opinion.	An	opUon	is	
for	 the	donor	 can	make	 the	 specific	 recommendaUon.	At	 the	meeUng	Steve	
was	 inform	 to	 make	 the	 recommendaUon	 for	 sole	 source	 procurement	
support	the	request.	

National Campus & CTEC Infrastructure Upgrades 
Steve	Savage	has	informed	the	college	to	proceed	with	the	projects.	Steve	was	
informed	that	projects	on	Pohnpei	are	adversely	impacted	due	to	shortage	of	
white	 sand.	 Pohnpei	 EPA	 has	 suspended	 Pohnpei	White	 Sand’s	 sand	mining	
permit.	

Campus Mail Services
Some	changes	in	the	campus	mail	services	are	being	carried	out	to	improve	
handling	 and	 safeguarding	 of	 the	 outgoing	 and	 incoming	 mail/package’s	
deliveries	 and	 distribuUons.	 	 The	 mailbox	 has	 been	 upgraded	 to	 enhance	
sorUng	of	the	mails	and	purchase	orders.	 	Email	noUficaUons	are	Umely	sent	
out	 to	 offices	 to	 pick	 up	 processed	 Purchase	 Orders	 in	 the	 mailbox	 as	 an	
effort	 to	 enhance	 the	 procurement	 cycle	 and	 to	 prompt	 requisiUon	 status	
report.	An	ongoing	observaUon	on	 the	mail	 services	 is	being	evaluated	and	
assessed	for	improvements.


