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Information Technology
Kosrae Campus Information Technology (IT) Office
The IT Oﬃce at Kosrae Campus successfully relocated to the locaUon that
previously housed the bookstore. The transfer occurred over the Easter break,
avoiding disrupUon to classes and daily operaUons. The new locaUon oﬀers
more security, centralizaUon of internet distribuUon, and most importantly safety to personnel. The IT Oﬃce conUnues to examine how the new locaUon
and internet distribuUon at Kosrae Campus can be maximized.

Website Overhaul Workshops (WOW)
IT Oﬃce has convened a working group to examine the current state of the
college website. Preliminary ﬁndings from website analyUcs and stakeholder
feedback suggest the need to improve processes for maintaining updated
content, to reorganize site design to improve usability from any device, and to
beaer serve diverse stakeholders including current, past, and prospecUve
students, external agencies, and staﬀ.

Institutional Set Standards (ISS) and Strategic Plan Measures of Success

ConFnued to page 5
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Updates: Center … conUnued from page 3
Rountables and Workshop
The Center and its associates were privileged to have two roundtables with
VPIEQA Caroline Kocel and Ms. Britania Hawley from LP Gas, and one
workshop with Denise Mendiola from the Guam Small Business
AdministraUon.
During the Roundtable with VPIEQA Kocel, students learned about the
importance of sustainable transportaUon, and devised several possible forms
that a mode of green transport can take. With Ms. Britania Hawley, students
learned the importance of bringing in services and products that are not
readily available in the region. Under the workshop with Ms. Mendiola,
students as well as members of the community were given a basic course
detailing how to write a business plan.

OIM donates office furniture to the Center
On April 25,2019, InternaUonal OrganizaUon of MigraUon (IOM) donated
oﬃce furniture to the Center. The oﬃce furniture will be used by Hydroponic
of the Paciﬁc (HOP) at their new oﬃce located in front of the Agriculture
Building. Because of the high temperatures inside the greenhouse during the
middle of the day, the oﬃce will be used by HOP to work on recording and
interpreUng the data they gather from the greenhouses.
The Center received a total of ﬁve oﬃce chairs and one conference table. Mr.
Stuart Simpson, Chief of Missions, IOM, also informed the Center’s director
that they would be making addiUonal donaUons in next few months.
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Faculty Professional Development
Yap, Chuuk and Kosrae campuses held faculty professional development days March 28, Yap and
Chuuk again on April 17 and 18, and NaUonal Campus on April 17 and 18. Topics included: (a)
wriUng course outlines; (b) academic honesty; (c) program review presentaUons and
discussions; (d) academic advising; (e) Schoology; (f) culturally sustainable pedagogy; (g) making
migraUon maaer; and (g) place-based educaUon.
The annual faculty professional development days comply with ACCJC Standard II.A.2 on faculty
members ensuring the content and methods of instrucUon meet generally accepted academic
and professional standards and expectaUons and that there is conUnuous improvement.
Professional development days also meet ACCJC Standard III.A.14 on planning for and providing
all personnel with appropriate opportuniUes for conUnued professional development.
Department for Instructional Affairs
Cooperative Research & Extension I Fisheries & Maritime Institute
Learning Resources Center State Campuses

Career & Technical Education Center (CTEC)
CTEC Recognized as ETA Testing Center
The college's Career and Technical EducaUon Center (CTEC) is now a recognized test center for
Electronics Technician AssociaUon (ETA) cerUﬁcaUon exam. Nelchor Permitez, EdD was recently
cerUﬁed by ETA’s President to administer its cerUﬁcaUon exams.
As a recognized test site, ETA InternaUonal is opening its door to COM-FSM to have its CTEC
program evaluated and approved. A cerUﬁcate of approval is given by ETA InternaUonal once the
compliance in industry standard is met. The cerUﬁcate signiﬁes that the courses in Electronics
and TelecommunicaUon program are aligned and meet the knowledge and skills competency
standards needed by the industry.
ETA InternaUonal is a third-party cerUﬁcaUon body founded in 1978 by electronics technicians.
ETA® InternaUonal is a not-for-proﬁt 501(c) 6 associaUon whose mission is to represent and
support the technical professional. ETA oﬀers over 80 accredited, vendor-neutral cerUﬁcaUon
programs in a variety of technology ﬁelds such as ﬁber opUcs, communicaUons, electronics,
biomedical, smart home, and renewable energy.
ConFnued to page 6

The Resident InstrucUon for Insular Areas Grant was submiaed to
www.grants.gov for funding from the NaUonal InsUtute of Food and
Agriculture (NIFA) on April 10, 2019. Dr. Joyce Parker from NIFA has
conﬁrmed complete document submission and pulled the applicaUon for
review. COM-FSM has requested approximately $150,000 to enhance the
Agriculture and Natural Resource Management degree and Agriculture and
Food Technology cerUﬁcate programs.

Little Free Library
The college, in collaboraUon with the
Pohnpei Rotary Club and FSM
TelecommunicaUons, opened the ﬁrst Liale
Free Library in FSM on April 23, 2019. This
is the second Liale Free Library in
Micronesia with the other being in Guam.
The carpentry students converted an old
phone booth (donated by FSM
TelecommunicaUons) into a small library.
The Rotary Club is the charter member to
Liale Free Libraries and provided the
funding for the project.
Liale Free Library is a 501 nonproﬁt organizaUon that aims to inspire a love of
reading, build community, and spark creaUvity by fostering neighborhood
book exchanges around the world. More than 75,000 public book exchanges
are registered with the organizaUon and branded as Liale Free Libraries. The
idea is to take a book, share a book.

ACCJC Annual Report
ACCJC Annual Report was submiaed March 25, 2019. A summary of results
are: (a) enrollment is down 5% from last year; (b) course compleUon rate is
74% — above the InsUtuUon Set Standards (ISS) of 70%; (c) number of
cerUﬁcates awarded FY 2017/2018 is 126 — above the ISS of 100; (d) number
of degrees awarded FY 2017/2018 is 291 — above the ISS of 280; and (e)
transfer rate is 1% — below the ISS of 3%. Link to the enitre report: hap://
w w w. c o m f s m . f m / a c c r e d i t a U o n / a r c h i v e / A C C J C - 2 0 1 9 - A n n u a l Report-3-25-19.pdf.
“To succeed, we must all work to ensure that we are upholding the mission of the
college and working toward the collecUve vision that we set for the insUtuUon.”
~Joseph M. Daisy, EdD, “COM-FSM: Char-ng the course for the next
genera-on,” April 2018

