MS 100: College Algebra

Spring 2009 Course Syllabus

“Do not worry about your difficulties in mathematics. I can assure you mine are still greater.”  

Albert Einstein

About the Instructor

My name is Brian Boucher, and this will be my eighth year of teaching. I am here on Pohnpei as part of the WorldTeach program, which sends volunteers all over the world to teach in places like Bangladesh, China, Kenya and the Marshall Islands. I arrived in the middle of July, and I will be staying for a full year.

I grew up in the city of Jacksonville, which is in the state of Florida. I went to college first at Jacksonville University, where in 2003 I obtained my B.S. in Mathematics and Chemistry. I then went to the University of Florida in Gainesville and got my M.S. in Mathematics last year.

Instructor Contact Information

E-mail: bboucher@comfsm.fm



Office Location: Instructional Affairs and Math/Science Division, next to the MPR


Office Phone: 320-7395, Extension 35


Department Website: http://www.comfsm.fm/~gmangonon/mspniweb/index.htm

Schedule

	Day
	Class Meeting (Room 7)
	Office Hour

	Monday
	1:00-1:55
	10:30-11:30

	Tuesday
	None
	11:30-12:30

	Wednesday
	1:00-1:55
	12:00-1:00

	Thursday
	None
	3:00-4:00

	Friday
	1:00-1:55
	2:00-3:00


Course Text: Algebra and Trigonometry, Seventh Edition by Larson and Hostetler

Grading





Grade Scale


Homeworks = 100 points




A = 250 – 280


 Attendance =   20 points




B = 220 – 249


         Exams = 160 points




C = 190 – 219


      TOTAL = 280 points




D = 160 – 189










F  = 0 – 159

Course Format

Homework Assignments: 

Homework will be collected every Monday (beginning on January 19th), except during weeks immediately following an exam. The assignments are listed, along with their due dates, in this syllabus – if for any reason you need a new copy of the assignments, please let me know.

The homework assignments will be graded as follows: I will choose ten of the problems at random, and grade these for one point each. You will NOT receive any points for answers alone (even if they are correct) – you must show me your work. I will give you half a point just for trying to do a problem, and the whole point if you finish it without making a large mistake.

Each homework assignment is worth 10 points, and there will be 11 collected, so you have the chance to earn up to 110 points from the homework. Since the homework only counts for 100 points in your final grade, you can either (a) earn up to 10 points of extra credit by turning in all eleven assignments, or (b) miss one of the assignments, and still get a perfect score if you do well on all the others.

Finally, I will take 25% off of a homework score for every day it is late. For example, a homework that would have gotten a 10 on Monday will be worth only 7.5 points if it is turned in on Tuesday, 5 points if it is turned in on Wednesday, 2.5 points if it is turned in on Thursday, and no points if it is turned in Friday or later.


Attendance:

It is extremely important that you are in class everyday on time. We will be covering material much faster than math classes you may have taken before, and missing even a single day could put you behind the class for weeks. Also, students entering or leaving class in the middle of a lecture disturb other students who are trying to learn. I will begin class at exactly 1:00 PM, according to the clock in our classroom – I know that every clock on campus is a little different, but the one in Room 7 is the one I will use.

At 1:05, I will take attendance – anyone arriving after this time will be considered late. 

At 1:10, I will lock the door – anyone arriving after this time will have to miss class, and will 

be marked as absent.

Your attendance contributes 20 points to your final grade – every day that you are present is worth ½ of a point, and every day that you are late is worth ¼ of a point. This may not seem like a lot, but it can add up. For example, a student who is late everyday will lose 10 points, the same as not turning in a homework – this is enough to affect your final letter grade.

Also, any student with more than 6 unexcused absences will be automatically dropped from the course – this is COM policy.


Exams:
We will have four exams – the first three will be held during the semester (February 6th, March 4th and April 3rd) while the last will be held during our final exam time. We will not have a cumulative final – the last exam will cover only the material we talk about after Exam 3. Each exam will be worth 40 points, although there will be bonus questions for extra credit.

If you need to miss an exam, you must let me (or someone else at COM) know before the exam! You can send an e-mail, or call and leave a message with one of the secretaries – there is no excuse for not notifying us. I will allow you to take a makeup if you cannot come to the exam because of a family or medical emergency, but NOT if I find out about it after I have already given the exam – no exceptions.

Student Learning Outcomes


By the end of the semester, students will be able to:



1. Graph and solve linear and quadratic equations and inequalities,




including those with complex roots.



2. Evaluate and analyze functions and their graphs including combinations 




and compositions of functions.



3. Sketch and analyze graphs of polynomial functions and mathematical models of variation.



4. Determine the domains of rational functions, find asymtotes, and sketch 




the graphs of rational functions.

Academic Honesty Policy

“To ensure the integrity of the educational process and the institution, the College encourages 


academic honesty, and therefore does not condone cheating, plagiarism or any related form 


of academic dishonesty which prevents an instructor from being able to assess accurately the 


performance of a student in any facet of learning. Students found guilty of academic 


dishonesty, cheating, plagiarism, and facilitating academic dishonesty will be liable for 


dismissal or suspension from the College.”      

From the COM General Catalog 2007-2009, Page 27

Classroom Rules

1. Be on time for class – I will lock the door at 1:10 everyday.
2. If you are late for class, please enter the room quietly.
3. No socializing during class time! That’s what the nahs, the gym and the bookstore are for.
4. No betel nut or tobacco chewing.
5. Do not move the chairs.
6. If you have a (math-related) question or comment, do NOT raise your hand – just speak up!
How To Get An “A” In This Course

1. Take notes – Sometimes, I will talk about a topic in a different way than the book does, or I may 



provide many examples where the book only provides one. If I think something is important 



enough to put it on the board, you need to write it down, or you may never see it again until I ask 



about it on the test!


2. Come to office hours – As mentioned above, we will be going through the material at a very fast 



pace, so if you don’t understand something I said in class, it’s not your fault! Maybe I didn’t 



explain it well enough, or maybe I just spoke too fast and you didn’t follow my English … either 



way, I am more than happy to spend as much time with you as you need to understand it. That’s 



what office hours are for – I have five a week, but if you can’t make one of them, let me know 



and I’ll schedule a special one just for you.


3. Ask questions in class – I know it isn’t usually OK, in Micronesian culture, to question your 



elders, but I have some good news for you guys… I’m not really much older than most of you, 



and I’m probably younger than some of you, so I don’t really count as an “elder”. I’d rather you 



think of me as a guide, and I need you to ask me questions so that I know where I need to take 



you. Don’t be nervous or afraid to ask – if you don’t understand something, the people around 



you probably don’t understand it either, and they are going to be glad you asked.


4. Expect to spend time studying – If you have ever learned to play a sport or a musical instrument, 



you know that you can never get good at something by just listening to someone tell you how to 



do it. You have to try it on your own, and you have to spend a lot of time practicing it – math is 



no different! You should be spending at least 6 hours a week reviewing your notes and doing 



your homework.


5. Don’t wait until Sunday to start your homework – I collect the homework assignments on 



Monday so that you have the weekend to finish them, but you should get started earlier in the 



week to get the most out of them. For example, even though you won’t turn in Homework Set 10 



until April 20th, you could start doing the Section 2.3 problems as early as March 31st – all you 



have to do is about 2-3 problems a day from then on. You’ll learn a lot more if you do homework 



on problems we have just discussed in class, and it will be easier for you to finish on time.

